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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

DECEMBER 7, 2011
President Steve Wilson called to order the Association of Levee Boards of Louisiana (ALBL) Executive Committee Meeting at 9:15 a.m., Wednesday, December 7, 2011, at the Hilton Riverside Hotel, New Orleans.  Ms. Amber White called roll; there were twenty-one (21) agencies represented which constitutes a quorum.  

Motion by Mr. Hidalgo, seconded by Mr. Dupre to approve the minutes of the October 14, 2011, Executive Committee Meeting.  Motion passed without opposition.

The Financial Report was given by Mr. Edmond Preau who updated the budget from the last Executive Committee Meeting, as well as for the past year.  The following balances formed the working capital of the ALBL: checking account - $105,609.51; savings - $30,621.48; 3 Certificates of Deposit at $10,000 each, for a total of $30,000 – in which the interest goes into the savings account; 1 Certificate of Deposit (transferred from Savings) in the amount of $19,774.28; and 1 Certificate of Deposit for litigation purposes at $5,875.23.  Motion by Mr. Doody, seconded by Mr. Hidalgo to accept the financial report.  Motion passed without opposition.

Mr. Reggie Dupre advised that comments were taken on the position paper and incorporated for changes.  The position paper was handed out to the members and final comments are due by Monday, December 12, 2011.  

Mr. Windell Curole gave the Comprehensive Hurricane Protection Committee Report and advised that a meeting was just held.  The Master Plan was discussed and the draft should be out mid-January.  
It was mentioned that an Executive Committee Meeting should be held in February before legislative session and the MVFCA meeting in March in Washington, D.C. 
The Legislative Committee Report was given by Mr. Scott Kirkpatrick who stated that it is very important to get information in as soon as possible on legislation that ALBL needs to take a position on in the next legislative session.  There will be two new legislators on the house side of the transportation committee but they haven’t been appointed yet.  It is important to get the information in by early January so that the legislation can be drafted and an author can be found.  
For the Awards & Memorials Committee, Mr. Randy Trosclair read the memorials for calendar year 2011.  Mr. James Harris’s read:  

WHEREAS, the Association of Levee Boards of Louisiana is aware of the many contributions of all the various Levee Boards of the State of Louisiana in the building and maintaining of the contiguous flood control and drainage systems that together form a comprehensive integrated protective system; and, 

 WHEREAS, the employees who work for the Levee Boards and other supporting agencies and professional personnel who assist them are to be commended for their untiring and dedicated services to the citizens of the State of Louisiana and more specifically to the citizens of the respective levee districts in which they are employed; and

 WHEREAS, it has been made known to this Association that a long time fighter for flood control and other water development improvements has passed away.
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 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Association of Levee Boards of Louisiana at its Annual Meeting in New Orleans, Louisiana on December 8, 2011, does wish to exemplify and extend with thanks its gratitude to James B. Harris for his twelve years of public service to the citizens of Louisiana within the Caddo Levee District.

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution be incorporated in and made a permanent part of the Minutes of this Association and, further, that a copy of this resolution be presented to his family so that they may know of this Association’s genuine appreciation of his work.

Mr. Lloyd Becnel’s read: 

WHEREAS, the Association of Levee Boards of Louisiana is aware of the many contributions of all the various Levee Boards of the State of Louisiana in the building and maintaining of the contiguous flood control and drainage systems that together form a comprehensive integrated protective system; and, 

 WHEREAS, the employees who work for the Levee Boards and other supporting agencies and professional personnel who assist them are to be commended for their untiring and dedicated services to the citizens of the State of Louisiana and more specifically to the citizens of the respective levee districts in which they are employed; and

 WHEREAS, it has been made known to this Association that a long time fighter for flood control and other water development improvements has passed away.

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Association of Levee Boards of Louisiana at its Annual Meeting in New Orleans, Louisiana on December 8, 2011, does wish to exemplify and extend with thanks its gratitude to Lloyd Becnel for his eight years of public service to the citizens of Louisiana within the Lafourche Basin Levee District.

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution be incorporated in and made a permanent part of the Minutes of this Association and, further, that a copy of this resolution be presented to his family so that they may know of this Association’s genuine appreciation of his work.

Motion by Mr. Trosclair, seconded by Mr. Minsky to accept the above two memorials as an official part of the minutes of this meeting.  Motion passed without opposition. 

The Workshop Committee Report was given by Ms. Fran Campbell who stated that the dates for the next Workshop are May 3-4, 2012, at the Crowne Plaza in Baton Rouge, LA.  She asked for suggestions for topics and speakers. 
Mr. Ronald Callais gave the Nominations Committee Report and stated that the 2012 nominations for ALBL were:  

President:  Steve Wilson 

Vice-President:  John Grezaffi

Secretary-Treasurer:  Ed Preau

The 2012 nominations for MVFCA were:  

Executive Committee Members:   Tim Doody & Reynold Minsky 

State Vice President:  Earl Matherne 
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Motion by Mr. Callais, seconded by Mr. Hidalgo to accept all nominations as stated above.  Motion passed without opposition.

The floor was open to nominations for ALBL officers. There were none given.  Motion by Mr. Curole, seconded by Mr. Trosclair to close nominations and accept recommendations from the nominating committee.  Motion passed without opposition.

The floor was open to nominations for MVFCA officers. There were none given.  Motion by Mr. Hidalgo, seconded by Mr. Doody to close nominations and accept recommendations from the nominating committee.  Motion passed without opposition.

Mr. Callais announced his resignation as chairman of the nominations committee.  Mr. Wilson thanked him for his service and advised that a new chairman will be appointed before the next Executive Committee Meeting. 

Mr.  Wilson asked the Executive Committee for approval of the CPA firm, Hawthorne, Waymouth and Carroll, to perform the 2011 audit at the cost of $2,500.00.  Motion by Mr. Doody seconded by Mr. Sagrera to accept the firm.  Motion passed without opposition
Ms. White advised that the USACE has been having a problem with paying the $10 service fee required per attendee on each credit card transaction.  She suggested that the registration fee be raised $10 to avoid the service fee.  Motion by Mr. Doody, seconded by Mr. Zeringue to raise the USACE registration fee to $235.  Motion passed without opposition.  
Mr. John Basilica with HNTB gave a powerpoint presentation on DOTD/CPRA Interagency Work Group Update.  The presentation will be placed on the ALBL website. 
Mr. Preau advised that the final version of the levee book is being worked on and will be presented at the next Executive Committee Meeting.  
There was no old business.

There was no new business. 
The next Executive Committee Meeting will be held on Friday, February 17, 2012, at Drusilla Seafood in Baton Rouge.  
Motion to adjourn passed by acclamation.
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In attendance were:
Danny Abadie, East Jefferson Levee District

Gerald Alexander, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District

Larry Ardoin, LADOTD

Daniel Avant, SLFPA – West 

Dwayne Bourgeois, North Lafouche Conservation & Levee District

Rhonda Braud, CPRA

Chris Brouillette, RRABB

Ronald Callais, South Lafourche Levee District

Fran Campbell, East Jefferson Levee District
Cory Chustz, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District 

Paul Colquette, LADOTD

Windell Curole, South Lafourche Levee District

Tim Doody, SLFPA – East 

Noah Hasslock, CPRA

Jim Ferguson, East Baton Rouge Parish Public Works

Stanley Folse, Lafourche Basin Levee District

Ronald Gonsoulin, Iberia Levee District 

John Grezaffi, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District

Daniel Henry, Jr., LA Department of Justice

Bill Hidalgo, St. Mary Levee District

Robert Hoover, East Jefferson Levee District

Ennis Johnson, LADOTD

Beaux Jones, LA Department of Justice

Steve Juge, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District

Jackson Logan, LA Department of Justice

Marcus Long, Bossier Levee District

Andre’ McDonald, Fort Bend County Levee District #2

James McMenis, CPRA

Ryan McMillan, LADOTD

Karlton Methvin, Natchitoches Levee & Conservation District

Reynold Minsky, 5th LA Levee District

John Monzon, CPRA

Bradley Overton, LA Department of Justice 

Jason Placke, LADOTD

Carlos Polotzola, RRABB

Edmond J. Preau, ALBL 

Perry Pringle, Caddo Levee District

Dietmar Rietschier, Amite River Basin & Conservation District

David Roark, SLFPA – West 

Ronnie Robinson, LADOTD

Donald Sagrera, Teche-Vermilion Fresh Water District

Richard Sherrill, First Colony Levee Improvement District

Edward Sonnier, Teche-Vermilion Fresh Water District

Jerry Spohrer, SLFPA – West 

Mike Stack, LADOTD

John Stringer, Tensas Basin Levee District

Stephen Tassin, LADOTD

Hilary Thibodeaux, St. Mary Levee District

Randy Trosclair, Lafourche Basin Levee District

Will Tyson, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District

Billy Wall, CPRA

William Wall, CPRA

Amber White, ALBL
Dustin White, CPRA 

Steve Wilson, Pontchartrain Levee District

Craig Windham, Caddo Levee District

