ASSOCIATION OF LEVEE BOARDS OF LOUISIANA

POST OFFICE BOX 2961, BATON ROUGE, LA  70821
Telephone (225) 405-0884

               


Fax (225) 243-4452
“Without Flood Control, Nothing Else Matters.”
louisianalevee@live.com
MINUTES

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

DECEMBER 1, 2010
President Steve Wilson called to order the Association of Levee Boards of Louisiana (ALBL) Executive Committee Meeting at 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, December 1, 2010, at the Hilton Riverside Hotel, New Orleans.  Ms. Amber White called roll; there were eighteen (18) agencies represented which constitutes a quorum.  
Motion by Mr. Callais, seconded by Mr. Henry to approve the minutes of the October 20, 2010, Executive Committee Meeting.  Motion passed without opposition.

The Financial Report was given by Mr. Edmond Preau who updated the budget from the last Executive Committee Meeting, as well as for the past year.  The following balances formed the working capital of the ALBL: checking account - $124,244.32; savings - $30,530.60; 3 Certificates of Deposit at $10,000 each, for a total of $30,000 – in which the interest goes into the savings account; 1 Certificate of Deposit (transferred from Savings) in the amount of $19,724.91; and 1 Certificate of Deposit for litigation purposes at $5,869.43.  Motion by Mr. Doody, seconded by Mr. Trosclair to accept the financial report.  Motion passed without opposition.

Mr. Chris Brouillette stated that the levee book is near complete.  Two (2) levee districts have not turned in their information.  The deadline has been extended until Friday, December 31, 2010.  After such time, Pontchartrain Levee District will have it printed and sent out to interested parties.  

Mr. Steve Wilson stated that the Position paper is still in draft format.  It has been emailed to all levee districts for comments and will also be handed out at the Annual Business Meeting today.  Information needs to be checked and feedback given from all levee districts.  Mr. Wilson also asked that each levee district give their top 3 priorities.  In order to get the paper ready to be handed out in Washington in March 2011, the deadline for comments is Thursday, December 30, 2010.    Please send comments to Mr. Larry Ardoin, Mr. Steve Wilson, and Mr. Bill Hidalgo.   The position paper will be approved at the next Executive Committee Meeting on Friday, February 11, 2011.
Mr. Windell Curole gave the Comprehensive Hurricane Protection Committee Report and stated that there is BP money available for use and the committee will meet in January with OCPR to get a game plan on getting some of this money to help protect the levees.
The Legislative Committee Report was given by Mr. Garret Graves who talked about the levee certification issues and stated that he is concerned about the changing regulations and criteria in D.C.  There are increased requirements on levee inspections and the additional costs that will be incurred.  Standards are being put in place without appropriate time and funding for the transition.  The impact on Louisiana could be detrimental and the people in Louisiana need to form a Coalition.  
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Mr. Graves turned over the report to Mr. Doody to discuss the legislative monitoring proposals.   

The Committee is talking to Mr. Scott Kirkpatrick with the Cypress Group and are still working out the details.  Motion by Mr. Doody, seconded by Mr. Budd to authorize Mr. Steve Wilson to enter into a contract with an advocacy group/legislative monitor to represent ALBL at a cost not to exceed $2,000/month for a twelve (12) month period.  Motion passed by unanimous roll call vote.  
The Awards & Memorials Committee Report was given by Windell Curole who stated there were no awards or memorials to be recognized.  
After much discussion, it was decided that at the Annual Meeting it would be better to have the Legal Committee Meeting and the Executive Committee Meeting at different times so that the entire membership could attend both.  Motion by Mr. Callais, seconded by Mr. Camardelle to not have an Executive Committee Meeting next year at the Annual Meeting, but instead to have a General Business Meeting with the same agenda items and to set the Legal Committee Meeting at a different time as that meeting.  Motion passed without opposition.  

Motion by Mr. Doody, seconded by Mr. Callais to sign the 2013 contract with the Hilton Riverside for the Annual Meeting.  Motion passed without opposition.
The Workshop Committee Report was given by Ms. Fran Campbell who stated that the dates for the next Workshop are May 5-6, 2011, at the Crowne Plaza in Baton Rouge, LA.  She asked for suggestions for topics and speakers. The levee school will be combined again this year. 
Mr. Reynold Minsky that there is no Resolutions Committee Report as it was discussed under the position paper topic.  
Mr. Ronald Callais gave the Nominations Committee Report and stated that the 2011 nominations for ALBL were:  

President:  Steve Wilson 
Vice-President:  John Grezaffi
Secretary-Treasurer:  Ed Preau
The 2011 nominations for MVFCA were:  

Executive Committee Members:   Tim Doody & Reynold Minsky 
State Vice President:  Earl Matherne 
Motion by Mr. Dupre, seconded by Mr. Camardelle  to accept all nominations as stated above.  Motion passed without opposition.
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Mr. Preau asked the Executive Committee for approval of the CPA firm, Hawthorne, Waymouth and Carroll, to perform the 2010 audit at the cost of $2,400.00.  Motion by Mr. Trosclair, seconded by Mr. Callais to accept the firm pending an opinion on the level of coverage needed.  Motion passed without opposition.
Mr. Steve Wilson will ask Mr. Peterson with the AG’s office what is required of this Association;  do we need an audit, a review or a compilation.
Under Old Business, Mr. Wilson stated that the ASCE report card should have been sent to all levee districts to fill out and return.  Mr. Ardoin advised that they will be calling each levee district individually requesting the information. 
There was no New Business.
Under Old Business, Mr. Ardoin advised that SSA has been selected as the consultant for the DOTD study resolution and they will be sending a survey for your response.  
Motion to adjourn passed by acclamation.

In attendance were:
Larry Ardoin, LADOTD

Zahir “Bo” Bolourchi, LADOTD

Dwayne Bourgeois, North Lafourche Levee District

Chris Brouillette, RRABB

Rickey Brouillette, OCPR

Harris Brown, Tensas Basin Levee District

Norman Budd, RRABB

Ronald Callais, South Lafourche Levee District

David Camardelle, Grand Isle Independent Levee District

Fran Campbell, East Jefferson Levee District

Cory Chustz, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District

Paul Colquette, LADOTD

Windell Curole, South Lafourche Levee District

Tim Doody, Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority – East 

Reggie Dupre, Terrebonne Levee & Conservation District 

Gary Eldridge, LADOTD

Bill Flynn, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District

Stanley Folse, Lafourche Basin Levee District

Jacob Fusilier, OCPR

Garret Graves, GOCA
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John Grezaffi, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District

Willis Henry, Terrebonne Levee & Conservation District

Bill Hidalgo, St. Mary Levee District

Steve Juge, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District

Keith Lacombe, RRABB

Pat Landry, OCPR

M.J. LeBlanc, Jr., Atchafalaya Basin Levee District

Gerald LeGrand, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District

Mark Long, Bossier Levee District

Mitch Marmande, T. Baker Smith

Harry Marrioneaux, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District

Earl Matherne, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District

Ryan McMillan, LADOTD

Reynold Minsky, Fifth Louisiana Levee District

John Monzon, OCPR

Kenny New, QRI

Carolyn Prator, Caddo Levee District

Ed Preau, ALBL

James Rabb, Bossier Levee District

Angela Rains, Terrebonne Levee & Conservation District

John Rasi, LADOTD

Dietmar Rietschier, Amite River Basin Commission

Ronnie Robinson, LADOTD

Richard Sparks, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District

John Stringer, Tensas Basin Levee District

Cecil Tessier, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District

Randy Trosclair, Lafourche Basin Levee District

Will Tyson, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District

Jerry Viera, Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority – West 

Billy Wall, OCPR

Amber White, ALBL

Stuart Williamson, Lake Borgne Basin Levee District

Steve Wilson, Pontchartrain Levee District

Jerome Zeringue, OCPR
