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MINUTES

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

OCTOBER 14, 2011
President Steve Wilson called to order the Association of Levee Boards of Louisiana (ALBL) Executive Committee Meeting at 10:30 a.m., Friday, October 14, 2011, at Drusilla Seafood Restaurant in BR.
Ms. Amber White called roll.  Sixteen (16) member agencies were represented which constitutes a quorum.

Motion by Mr. Dwayne Bourgeois, seconded Mr. Norman Budd to approve the minutes of the July 22, 2011, Executive Committee Meeting.  Motion passed without opposition. 

The Financial Report was given by Mr. Edmond Preau who updated the budget from the last Executive Committee Meeting.  The following balances formed the working capital of the ALBL: checking account - $115,435.96; savings - $30,613.47; 3 Certificates of Deposit at $10,000 each, for a total of $30,000 – in which the interest goes into the savings account; 1 Certificate of Deposit in the amount of $19,724.91; and 1 Certificate of Deposit for litigation purposes at $5,875.33.  Motion by Mr. Ronald Callais, seconded by Mr. Reynold Minsky to accept the financial report.  Motion passed without opposition.

Mr. Wilson advised that the website (www.albl.org) is up and running and asked that after review all changes be emailed to Ms. Amber White. 
A draft program of the Annual Meeting and a draft agenda of the Round Table Discussion to be held December 7-8, 2011, at the New Orleans Riverside Hilton, is included in the packets.  Mr. Wilson pointed out that the Executive Committee Meeting and Legal Committee Meeting will no longer be held at the same time so that everyone will have a chance to attend both. Mr. Turner will send out more information on the new USACE 408 regulations, a Round Table topic, before the December meeting.   

Mr. Oneil Malbrough, Chairman of the Associate Members Committee, stated that the Associate Members met and would like to come up with some ideas on how to keep the members involved and participating in the Association more.  Please send all suggestions and thoughts to Ms. White.  

Mr. Reggie Dupre suggested moving two (2) Executive Committee Meetings a year to other parts of the state and possibly having a levee district sponsor the meeting.  Ms. White will email all members to get a sense of whether or not there is interest.
Mr. Curole gave the Comprehensive Hurricane Protection Committee Report and gave a brief overview of a meeting that was held at the Capitol yesterday afternoon.  Mr. Bourgeois read over a draft resolution regarding the USACE, New Orleans District’s recent adoption of the proposed Modified Charleston Method for determining compensatory mitigation of project impacts.  This method significantly increases the amount of mitigation required as well as a levee district share of a projects costs.   Motion by Mr. Minsky, seconded by Mr. Callais to accept the concept of the resolution and to have Mr. Jason Placke revise and put in proper format before finalization.  Motion passed without opposition.  The resolution will be emailed to the membership immediately upon completion.  
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Mr. Scott Kirkpatrick, ALBL Legislative Monitor, gave the Legislative Committee Report.  He reported on the status of the OCPR/CPRA Regulations and advised that a working group was put together to sit down with the AG’s office and OCPR to get all comments sorted out.  He also pointed at that the Northern levee districts are not affected by these regulations; only those levee districts under OCPR’s jurisdiction are affected.   He went over the key outstanding issues that need to be worked through and stated that more information will be sent out before the December Meeting.  He will also be a speaker at the Annual Meeting during the legal session.  

It is time to start looking forward to the 2012 Legislative Session and any issues that may affect this Association.  Please provide feedback and information so that the legislative committee can start looking into any issue that may require legislative action. 
Mr. Preau advised that the MVFCA Breakfast Meeting held in Washington, D.C. in September went well.  Mr. Sam Hunter gave a good talk and touched on the issues in Louisiana.  One issue that needs to be addressed is that this Association needs to make sure that the Congressional Delegation is aware that just because a project is listed it doesn’t mean that it will necessarily get funded.  Mr. Preau stated that since 1/3 of the MR&T levees and the majority of the dredging needs are in Louisiana, we need to make a big push to make sure that MR&T is adequately funded.   Mr. Minsky advised that he met with MG John Peabody, the incoming President of MRC and Commander of MVD, while in Washington.
There was no Old Business.
Under New Business,   Mr. Wilson introduced Mr. Hilary Thibodeaux, the new Executive Director of the St. Mary Levee District.  
Motion by Mr. Bourgeois, seconded by Mr. Dupre to approve the ALBL expenses for the December meeting.  Motion passed without opposition. 

Mr. Dupre was charged with updating the Position Paper for presentation at the 2011 Annual Meeting. 

The next Executive Committee Meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 7, 2011, at the Annual Meeting in New Orleans.  
Motion to adjourn passed by acclamation.
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In attendance were:
Dwayne Bourgeois, North Lafourche Levee District
Chris Brouillette, RRABB
Brandon Brown, DOTD

Norman Budd, RRABB

Ronald Callais, South Lafourche Levee District
Fran Campbell, East Jefferson Levee District
Windell Curole, South Lafourche Levee District
Reggie Dupre, Terrebonne Levee & Conservation District
Scott Kirkpatrick, Roedel, Parsons
Bob Lacour, SLFPA-E 
Lance LaPlace, LaPlace Consulting
O'Neal Malbrough, Shaw
Mitch Marmande, T. Baker Smith 

Reynold Minsky, Fifth Louisiana Levee District

Giuseppe R. Miserendino, SLFPA-West
John Monzon, OCPR

Jason Placke, DOTD
Ed Preau, ALBL

Angela Rains, Terrebonne Levee & Conservation District
Dietmar Rietschier, Amite River Basin & Drainage District
Ronnie Robinson, DOTD

Donald Sagrera, Teche-Vermilion Fresh Water District
Brad Sticker, DOTD

John Stringer, Tensas Basin Levee District
Joshua Stutes, DOTD
Doug Taylor, DOTD

Hilary Thibodeaux, St. Mary Levee District

Randy Trosclair, Lafourche Basin Levee District

Bob Turner, SLFPA-East 
Will Tyson, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District
Amber White, ALBL 

Steve Wilson, Pontchartrain Levee District

